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Friends, 

It looks like we have been blessed with an early spring 

this year. Flowers are in bloom and birds are chirping. 

Hopefully you have been able to get out and enjoy this 

nice weather. 

We have plenty of events coming up in downtown 

Williamston for you and your family to enjoy. On 

Thursday April 13th, Hopper the Easter Bunny will be 

here! Find Hopper walking around visiting downtown 

businesses and handing out candy from 3:30 - 5:00, 

and meet Hopper at Barnes Plaza for pictures from 

5:00 - 6:00 (bring your own camera). Stop by with your 

children or grandchildren after school! 

The next event will be the new downtown Umbrella 

Market! Chase Conner is a local resident attending 

college at NC State and he received a Golden Leaf 

Grant to implement this event series in his home 

community. Chase is partnering with Williamston 

Downtown Inc., Martin County Tourism Development 

Authority, and the Martin County Farmer’s Market to 

host these Umbrella Markets, which will occur on Mon. 

May 22nd, Mon. June 19th, Mon. July 17th, and Mon. 

August 14th from 6:00 - 8:00 pm. 

In addition to locally grown produce, plants, baked 

goods, and crafts from the Farmer’s Market, local 

businesses will be invited to have a booth and 

showcase their products and services. There will be 

activities for children at every market, and at least one 

of the markets will have live music! This market is a 

great way to support local farmers and businesses, and 

a fun family activity. Attendance will determine 

whether we continue these Umbrella Markets next  
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Economic Development  There are still buildings available downtown in 
prime locations on Main Street. Renovation grant funds are available for quali-
fying new businesses. Grant amounts are based on new full time job creation. 
The Planning Department is available to assist potential businesses with the 
grant process. 

Promotions  Come join us for the next Small Business Saturday event on April 
1st. Shop at participating downtown businesses, and register to win $50 in 
downtown bucks! Last month’s winner was Tony Biggs from Williamston. He 
dined at the Red Heron Café. Your odds of winning are better than the lottery, 
so get your registration forms in! 

Memberships  We would like to invite you to join Williamston Downtown Inc. 
Membership rates are as low as $25 for individuals and $50 for businesses. 
Membership forms can be obtained at www.facebook.com/
WilliamstonDowntown, in person at Town Hall, or mailed at your request. 

Public Art  Williamston Downtown Inc. has been working with a group of  
citizen volunteers to plan a mural for Barnes Plaza. We are looking for spon-
sors for this project. Businesses can be recognized on a bronze plaque for as 
low as $250. Individuals and non-profits can be recognized for as low as $100. 
Call Jamie at Town Hall or email us if you are interested in being a sponsor.                                                     

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǳǎ ŀǘ ǿƛƭƭƛŀƳǎǘƻƴŘƻǿƴǘƻǿƴϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ 

Main Street News 

Quality Shoes received a Commercial Improvement Award! 

Their new awning is looking great. Dee Eure, Brenda Griffin 

and Angela Duggins (left to right) are pictured above accept-

ing the award. Your business could be the next winner! 



Williamston Downtown Inc.  

Board Meeting  

 

April 11th  7:00 am @  

Red Heron Café  

118 Harrison Street  

            

Call to order               7:00 

Invocation               7:01   

Minutes of last meeting               7:05 

Financial Report               7:10 

Committee Reports               7:15 

     Economic Development              

     Design Subcommittee 

          Façade Grant Application 

     Promotions 

 

Arts Council  7:25 

E.J. Hayes Alumni Association 7:30 

Martin Community College               7:35 

Tourism               7:40 

Womanôs Club               7:45 

Friends of the Old Courthouse         7:50 

Discussion               7:55 

Adjourn               8:00  

Williamston Downtown, Inc.  
  Chairperson:  Wilbur Edwards  

Vice Chair: A. R. Chesson 

Secretary:  Jean Stevens 

Treasurer:  John Spilman 

Newsletter Editor:  Brent Kanipe 

Williamston Downtown, Inc. 

PO Box 506 

Williamston, North Carolina 27892 

Seen on Main Dragé Glinda Fox enter-
ing Martin County Arts Council with her 

paints, Josh Vaughn entering Martin County 

Arts Council on Open Mic Night, Pastor 

Ray Tavenner entering Town Hall... 

Corner Chair continued… year. We 

hope you can join us! 

If you are a member of Williamston 

Downtown Inc., you should have 

received an invitation to our Annual 

Downtown Appreciation Dinner and Long

-Range Planning Session. This event will 

be held at the Martin County Arts Council  

building on Thursday March 23rd at 5:30 

pm.  

Our keynote speaker is Bob Murphrey, 

retired Main Street Coordinator for the 

NC Dept. of Commerce. Mr. Murphrey 

will lead the group in a planning session 

to determine long-range goals for 

downtown Williamston, strategies to 

achieve those goals, and where to focus 

investments to be of the most benefit to 

the community and local businesses. We 

hope that all of our members can join us 

for a tasty dinner and provide input to 

improve downtown. We value your 

insights and opinions! 

WŀƳƛŜ 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ  άYŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŜŜǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
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Upcoming Events 
 

March 10th - 11th 

NC Barrel Bonanza @ Sen. Bob Martin  

Eastern Ag. Center 

March 16th - 18th @ 7:30 pm 

Martin Community Players presents “Into the 

Woods” @ Martin County Auditorium 

March 16th @ 6:30 - 7:30 pm 

Family Pajama Night @ Martin Memorial  

Library 

March 25th - 26th 

March Magic Dressage Show @ Sen. Bob  

Martin Eastern Ag. Center 

March 30th - April 2nd 

Martinganza AQHA Show & Futurity @ Sen. 

Bob Martin Eastern Ag. Center 

April 1st 

Small Business Saturday @ Downtown            

Williamston 

April 1st 

Martin County Kids Fest 2017 @ Sen. Bob  

Martin Eastern Ag. Center 

April 6th @ 6:30 - 8:00 pm 

Opening Reception for Juried Fine Art Show @ 

Martin County Arts Council 

April 13th @ 3:30 - 6:00 pm 

Hopper the Easter Bunny @ Downtown  

Williamston 
 

Check out these and other events @ 

www.visitmartincounty.com  or 

www.townofwilliamston.com 

Hopper the Easter Bunny is returning 
to Downtown Williamston on Thurs. 
April 13th from 3:30 - 6:00 pm! Bring 
your children or grandchildren out  
after school. If you bring a camera, 
they can take a picture with Hopper! 


